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ANNUAL REPORT

2005-2006

CULTURAL AFFAIRS & HERITAGE DEPARTMENT

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

GANGTOK.

The basic responsibility of the Cultural Affairs & Heritage Department is promotion of Art & Culture of the State of Sikkim.   Its activities are spread over three sections viz., the Song & Drama Unit, the Archive & Archaeology and the State Libraries.  The Song and Drama Unit is responsible for the promotion of performing art, particularly the folk songs and dances, dramatics etc.  The Archive & Archaeology section as the name suggests, deals with preservation of institution and other monuments having archaic importance and conservation of the historical records and documents.  The Library section is responsible for managing the public libraries at the State, District and Sub divisional level and catering to the reading requirements of the public.  The Department, besides its routine activities, is also responsible for establishment of new Community Centre and running the old ones as well as establishment of cultural centres.  As the terms art and culture connotes a very wide area, the departmental activities often extend beyond the broad meaning of the term.


The principle activities of the Department undertaken in the year 2005-2006 are highlighted below:

1.
Archives and Archaeology:

i)
A six days in-service workshop-cum-training course specially meant for the personnel of museums of North Eastern States of India organized by Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Manav Sanghralaya was attended by Mr.Anil Prakash Rai, Deputy Secretary, Mr.D.K.Singh, Inspector, Mr.L.N.Sharma, Museum Assistant and Mr.Neelam Neopany from 8th to 13th August 2005.  Shri Ganesh Pradhan, from the private Museum was also sponsored by the Department to attend the course.

ii) The Archives section has obtained an institutional membership of Association of Indian Archivists, New Delhi.

iii) A Laboratory is established to treat the old documents.  Required numbers of fumigation chambers together with the chemicals have been purchased. The lab is functional and useful.

iv) Twenty six students from Temi Senior Secondary School participated in “National Balrang” 2006 festival organized by Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Manav Sangrahlaya, Bhopal from 12th to 13th January 2006.  The students were exposed to the culture of all the States. Their participation was sponsored by the Department.

v) The Regional Museum of Natural History sponsored (20) twenty students for summer nature study camp from 26th-29th May 2005, to Sikkim.  The students were selected from state level Science.  Olympiad comprising of 19 educational institutions circles and 30 districts of Orissa.  The students were taken to different places of Sikkim for their study by this Department.

vi) Internet connectivity on board is established at Archives Section.

vii) Two days seminar on Cultural Syncretism in Eastern Himalayas was organized at Gangtok on 23rd – 24th September 2005 in collaboration with Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Manav Sangrahlaya.  Three scholars from Sikkim presented paper in the Seminar.

viii) On the occasion of 75th anniversary of the historic “Dandi Yatra”, two major exhibitions were organized at Gangtok and Namchi based on rare archival material of the Salt Satyagrah and great Historic March of 1930.  The exhibitions were organized with the Archival material support of the Natural Archives of India, New Delhi.  The exhibition was quite successful and a large number of students, teachers and parents benefited.

ix) A three day exhibition was organized at Chakung to exhibit old photographs and files pertaining to Chakung.

x) A permanent Gallery of Ethnographic objects was set up at the main hall oh the Archives Office.  The gallery is divided into three sections; metal, wooden and bamboo.  At least one hundred artifacts belonging to of various ethnic communities of Sikkim are on display.  A case study of the attributive features and cultural background of the artifacts is done and the exhibits are provided with single sentence labeling.

xi) Acquired fifteen sculptures and fifty paintings from Lalit Kala Akademy, New Delhi which is stored at Archives annex building after duly accessioned (October 2005).

xii) Co-ordinated with the Anthropological Survey of India, Ministry of Culture, and Government of India in their National Project entitled “Study of Syncretism in India” for conducting their field investigations in the State.

xiii) UNESCO Buddhist Temple Project meeting at Gangtok was held on 18th & 19th January 2005.  The South Asia Sub-Regional Caucus Cultural Survival and Revival of Buddhist Sangha; Documentation, Education and training to revitalized traditional decorative arts and building craft in the Buddhist Temple of Asia was inaugurated by the Hon’ble Chief Minister of Sikkim.  The Indian National Trust for Art & Cultural Heritage was supported by the Cultural Affairs & Heritage Department in the said project.

xiv) The Joint Secretary Shri S.D.Dhakal was deputed as Liaison Officer to His Holiness the Dalai Lama during H.H.’s visit to Sikkim from 20th to 27th April 2005.  A colorful cultural programme was organized at Guards Ground at the venue of H.H.Sermons on 23rd April.

xv) The Indrajatra Festival is one of the oldest traditional festivals of Newar Community of Sikkim.  The festival was organized jointly at Turung, South Sikkim by this Department & Sikkim Newar Sangathan on September 2005.

xvi) In April 2005, a sum of rupees 2 lakhs was sanctioned and transferred to Forest Department for the purpose of clearing vegetation and restoring the ruined fort situated at Budang, Central Pendam.  The fort popularly known as Budang Gadi has been preserved with the technical expertise at Archaeological Survey of India, based at Gyalshing.  The local residents generously supported with their labours for 3 months.  Now the fort has got some respectful appearance.

2.
Song and Drama Unit: The cultural troupe of the Division performed at Guwahati, Assam from 13th – 18th April 2005 during the visit of Prime Minister.

ii) Vaishakhi was held at Melli, South Sikkim on 14th November.

iii) The Cultural programme was presented in honour of His Holiness the Dalai Lama at Guards Ground, Gangtok in April 2005.

iv) The Unit participated in the Tourist Festival held on 10th May 2005 at Pelling, West Sikkim.

v) The artistes of Unit performed in the programme organized by the Army in June 2005 at Black Cat, Gangtok.

vi) A Cultural programme was organized on the eve of Independence Day at TNA ground, Gangtok.

vii) The cultural troupe of the Unit took part in the cultural show organized by the NEZCC in the inauguration of the Shilpgram, Guwahati by the Prime Minister of India in September 2005.

viii) The Unit organized the Desai Festival at Namchi, South Sikkim in October 2005.

ix) The cultural troupe lead by the Song & Drama Unit took part in the Tourist Festival at Sanchi, Madhya Pradesh in November 2005.

x) The artistes of the Unit performed for the army at Sukuna, Siliguri in December 2005.

xi) Different folk dances were presented at the Food Craft and Cultural Festival from 9th to 12th December at Gangtok.

xii) Sikkim Festival was held at Bhopal from 11th to 13th December.  Apart from the Cultural performances like folk songs and dances, NGOs from different part of the State took part in food craft festival.  The performances of the State in the festival were widely acclaimed.

xiii) The Unit took part in the Lossong festival at Gyalshing, West Sikkim in January 2006.

xiv) Similarly, the artistes of the Unit performed in the Maghey Mela in January 2006 at Jorethang, South Sikkim.

xv) The Unit participated in the programme Lok Tarang organized by EZCC at New Delhi from 13th to 31st January 2006.

xvi) The artistes of the Unit organized different folk dance in the eve of Republic Day 2006 at TNA Ground.

xvii) A seminar on Tendong – Lho – Rum - Faat was held at Community Hall, Gangtok.

xviii) The Unit also organized a fine art and exhibition at Namchi in March 2006.

xix) The Dance Festival for the Young Artistes was organized at Namchi from 18th – 19th March 2006.

3.
State Libraries
i) Under the matching scheme for 2005-2006, book worth Rs.34.00 lakhs were procured for the 10 libraries run by the Department.  The 90:10 scheme is sponsored by the Ministry of Culture, Government of India, through the Raja Ram Mohan Roy Library foundation, Kolkata.

ii) The upgradation of the District Library Namchi was taken up under a central scheme offered by the National Library, Kolkata at the sanctioned outlay of Rs.10.00 lakhs through the Building and Housing Department.  Although the work had commenced on time, it was stopped after a while as the Department wanted the Building & Housing Department to revise the plan in order to utilize the entire available space within the approved outlay by excluding avoidable expenses.  The work is expected to be resumed in 2007-08 under a new scheme for which the Cultural Affairs & Heritage Department is taking up the matter with the concerned Central Government agency.

4.
Grants-in-Aid

The Department has been extending financial assistance to different NGOs and Association for organizing culturally significant fair and festivals.  Similarly, Grant-in-aid is also given to the different institutions such as Gumpas, Chortens, Mandirs etc for renovation and repairs.  Besides above, the Department gives annual Grants-in-aid to different autonomous institution like the Namgyal Institute of Tibetology, the Sikkim Akademi etc.  Broad details of such grants provided in 2005-06 are as under:-

1.
Fairs & Festivals

Rs. 14.50 lakhs

2.
Repairs & Renovation
Rs. 36.15 lakhs

3.
Institutional Grants

Rs. 30.00 lakhs 



                      

 ………………

Total

Rs. 80.65 lakhs

===========

5.
Capital Projects
1.
Community Centre, Pakyong:- The Construction of the Community Centre which had commenced in 1999 is in the final stage of completion. Against the revised estimated cost of Rs. 1.13 crore, Rs.1.00 crore was released up to 2005-06.  

2.
The Construction of the Multi Purpose Cultural Complex (MPCC): which had commenced in March 2005 is under progress.  The revised estimated cost of the Centre, which will have a State of the Art auditorium with a seating capacity for about 1200 people is Rs.15.00 crores.  The foundation work which includes retaining walls etc is in progress.  The scheduled dated of completion of the project is 31.3.2007.  The work is being executed by the Building & Housing Department under the supervision of the Sikkim Cultural Centre Society.

3.
Nepali Literature and Cultural Research Centre, Gyalshing: - The preliminary ground work for the construction of the buildings for the Research Centre at an approved outlay of Rs.8.23 crores has commenced under the supervision of the Building & Housing Department.  The Centre is being built in a Government land acquired from the Agriculture Department at Kyongsa, Gyalshing, West Sikkim. The fund amounting to Rs.12.40 lakhs has been released to the Building & Housing Department up to 2005-2006.

4.
Limboo literature and Culture study Centre at Hee-Bermiok, West Sikkim:- The Centre is being built at an approved outlay of Rs.5.02 crores under the supervision of the Rural Management and Development Department.  The Department has released Rs.30.00 lakhs in the year 2005-2006 for that purpose. 
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