Annual Report for the Year 2005 – 06.


Ecclesiastical Affairs Department plays a pivotal role in preserving and maintaining the rich heritage of social harmony in the State of Sikkim. Ecclesiastical Affairs Department also looks after the administrative matters relating to monasteries and other religious institution and places of worship in the state.
1. The main achievement of the Department is to extend financial assistance to various renovation / repairs and construction works of religious institution.
2. The most important achievement of the Department is this year’s three days Kamsel (airing and sunning) ceremony at Tholung Gonpa which is held once in three years was organized successfully under the supervision of the Department.
3. Another most important achievement of the year was the celebration of 2550th Mahaparinirvana of Lord Buddha for two days in a grand scale. Plantation of seedlings, quiz competition and symposium on Buddhism was held during this observance.

The Department has extended financial assistance to religious institutions within the State involving total financial sanction of Rs.85, 40,000/- in the form of Grants – In – Aid.
Secretary Ecclesiastical attended Bodhgaya Temple Advisory Board meeting held on 8th November 2006 where important discussion on development of Bodhgaya were taken. It was also stressed that a monastery must be built to maintain sanctity of the site given to various countries in Bodhgaya. Participants from other countries were Sri Lanka, Thailand and Burma.

18th Nyingma Manlom Chenmo is to be held from 19th to 28th January 2007 at Bodhgaya. This time management of this important puja falls on Nyingma Monasteries of Sikkim under the supervision of Ecclesiastical Affairs Department. Chief Patron of this Management Committee is Hon’ble Chief Minister, Government of Sikkim. Two important meeting were held in September and October 2006 under the Chairmanship of Hon’ble Advisor, Ecclesiastical Affairs and attended by Rimpoches and lamas of Nyingma institutes in Sikkim. Work distribution and other important discussion were taken.
4. Keeping with the tradition Ecclesiastical Affairs Department Co-ordinated the performance of Tenchi Shapten (prayers performed to word off natural calamities) in Sikkim.
The above is the brief Annual Report highlighting the important events of the Department during the year 2005 – 2006.
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