SECRETARIAT ECONOMIC SERVICES
(DEPTT. OF DEV. PLANNING E. R. & N. E. C. AFFAIRS)


The Development Planning, Economic Reforms and North Eastern Council Affair Department is the nodal department for examining, evaluating and monitoring the projects/schemes undertaken by the different sectoral departments and also covers specialized functions namely formulation of Annual Plan, Five Year Plan, Mid Term Appraisal of FYP. It is also the nodal department for monitoring and implementation of schemes/projects which are fully funded by the Government of India through Non-Lapsable Central Pool of Resources, Border Area Development Programme, Pradhan Mantri Gramdoya Yojana, Twenty Point Programme, Rashtriya Sam Vikas Yojana and projects under NEC. 


The Planning process is undergoing multi- dimensional changes at the global, national and state level. To meet these challenges, the State Planning Commission was constituted with eminent personalities to advise and assist the state in matters connected with the plan, problems and strategies to be adopted to achieve a sustained growth in the long run. 


The process of devolution and decentralization of powers has been initiated and district planning machinery needs to be geared up with capacity building at various levels. The Department proposes to carryon intensive training of its officers and staff to improve the delivery mechanism. The Indo-Swiss bilateral project is assisting the state in local governance by way of trainings and other Human and Institutional development programmes. The Human Development Report 2001 and the Vision Document has provided the road map to achieve the goals of the state in the various sectors through institutional reforms. A Human Development unit is proposed to be set up in the Planning department to strengthen the state plans and address the Human Development concerns. In addition, the Asian Development Bank has agreed to undertake capacity building for fiscal reforms in Sikkim with a goal to accelerate the state's growth, improve pro-poor 5ervice delivery by fiscal consolidation, governance reforms and strengthening capacity to sustain these reforms. 


The total allocation proposed for Annual Plan 2005-06 is Rs. 2364.00 lakhs with breakup as follows:- 

1. Secretariat Economic Services (Direction & Administration) Rs. 150.00 

Lakhs Under this head the salaries of the officers, staff, travel expenses, office expenses, maintenance of vehicles and hospitality are met. The training of officers and staff, workshops and seminars are also booked under this provision. 

2. Strengthening of District Planning Machinery Rs. 125.00 Lakhs 


District Planning Office with the required manpower is maintained within le department from where monitoring and evaluation of the schemes implemented by different departments are being done by the State Planning Machinery. In order to meet establishment cost of the district planning machineries like salaries, travel expenses, maintenance of vehicles etc. it is proposed to provide a sum of Rs. 125.00 lakhs.

3. Untied Fund 








Rs. 17.00 Lakhs


The District Collectors are provided with untied fund to meet up expenditure on important but unforeseen areas. Accordingly provision is made to meet up such expenditure at the discretion of the District Collectors. Government has decided to provide untied fund to the Sub-Divisional Magistrates also to meet petty but important unavoidable expenses. It is proposed to provide an amount of Rs. 17.00 lakhs for the purpose.
4. Border Area Development Programme (BADP) 



Rs. 572.00 Lakhs Border Area Development Programme was introduced in Sikkim from the year 1998-99 to meet the special problems faced by the people living in the border areas. This is a 100% Centrally Funded Area Programme provided as Special Central Assistance based on the length of international border, population and area of border blocks. 


The Country wise length of international borders of Sikkim are as follows:-

a) Boundary with Bhutan 




-


30.90 km

b) Boundary with Tibet (China)



-


220.35 km

c) Boundary with Nepal 




-


97.80 km

Total length of International Border 


-


349.05 km


The programme is implemented in Sikkim in 17 Border blocks i.e. 8 blocks on Bhutan border, 4 blocks on China border and 5 blocks on Nepal border. The total population covered in these 17 blocks is 18,847 as per 1991 census. The allocation and the programme is directly controlled by the (MLP) Division of the Planning Commission, Government of India. At the State level there is a Screening Committee constituted vide notification No: 16/HOME/99 dated 29.3.1999.


The Development Planning, Economic Reforms and NEC Affairs Department is the nodal administrative Department for BADP in the State. The Screening Committee scrutinizes and approves the schemes at the State level, which are forwarded for concurrence of the (MLP) Division, Planning Commission. From 2004-05 the Home Ministry is looking after BADP. There is also an Empowered Committee in the Planning Commission to oversee the policy matters, ,

allocation and matters concerning proper execution of the programme. 1

5. Rashtriya Sam Vikas Yojana (RSW)





 Rs. 1500.00 Lakhs


This Programme has been introduced w.e.f. 2003-04 by the Planning Commission with the main objective of focused development programmes for backward areas which would help reduce imbalances and speed up development.

The whole of the state has been declared as backward area and accordingly SWOT analysis was done by engaging a consultant and schemes prepared by involvement of the District Collectors and Panchayats. A sum of Rs. 1500.00 lakhs per year will be provided with a total of Rs. 4500.00 lakhs for a three year period.


Presentation of schemes were done and MoU is being signed after which the approved schemes will be implemented. A provision of Rs. 1500.00 lakhs is kept in Annual Plan 2005-06.

6. Non-Lapsable Central Pool of Resources (NLCPR )& North Eastern Council

Besides the Annual Plan investments, during the first three years of the 10th Plan infrastructure development costing Rs.189.19 crores were sanctioned under NLCPR with total fund release of Rs. 89.86 crores till the 2nd quarter of 2004. A priority list has been forwarded to DoNER for consideration of projects under Roads and Bridges, Power, Water Supply, Urban Development & Rural Development.


Under NEC, the approved outlay for the 10th Plan is Rs. 250.00 crores. The total sanction received so far is Rs. 57.88 crores with fund release of Rs. 23.15 crores. 

On training and capacity building programme, a total number of 144 candidates were sent for Intensive and Post Graduation training under Service Industry in the Institute of Tourism Future Management Trends (ITFT) Chandigarh and National Institute for Fashion Technology. The placements have been quire encouraging.

For 2005-06 a shelf of 71 projects has been forwarded for consideration

under various sectors .
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