ANNUAL REPORT OF LAND REVENUE & DISASTER MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT  2005-06
The Land Revenue & Disaster Management Department is primarily concerned with Revenue Administration in the State which encompasses settlement   operations, maintenance and up-gradation of land records and enforcement of land laws of the state.
The administration is carried out from the Secretariat and the Directorate of Survey & Settlement in the Head Quarters and the District Collectors and Sub Divisional Officer at the District and Sub District Levels.

In the revenue block Village Officers have been appointed to carry out the field works.

In connection with primary objectives, the department had implemented the following schemes.
 DIRECTION AND ADMINISTRATION:
The Department was allotted an amount of Rs 8.00 lakhs in the Annual Budget 2004-05 for meeting salary, TA&DA expenses and cost of running office establishment. The amount was spent in full.
 AGRARIAN STUDIES & COMPURERISATION OF LAND RECORDS  (100% CSS)
The Department did not receive any grant under this scheme during the financial year 2005-06 from the Ministry of Land Resources, New Delhi, however we have been given a grant of Rs 10.00 lakhs during the current financial year 2006-07 

The online status report of the Scheme is as follows:
i) South district is complete online.

ii) Gyalshing Sub-div complete, 3 more revenue circles left for Soreng Sub-div.
iii) Mangan sub-div complete, Chungthang sub-div incomplete due to attestation of record problem.
iv) Gangtok sub-div online except for Sichey circle due to attestation problem. Validation work still in progress in Pakyong and Rongli sub –division.
The Department has now fixed a target of making the State completely online by 2006-07.
 CADASTRAL SURVEY BASED ON AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY AT NAMCHI (50-50)

The project has been entrusted to the National Informatics Centre, New Delhi. The total cost of the project is 1.95 crores. We have since inception of the project released Rs 110 lakhs in three installments to them.

There has been minimal progress in the project during the last three years. The reason given by NIC, New Delhi is that there was frequent change in the schedule of the aerial photography since the weather conditions were not suitable for taking quality aerial photography. Further the aerial photography/dia- positives had to be sent to the security agencies and the National Remote Sensing Agency, Hyderabad for clearance.
The status of the project is as follows:

The NIC , Delhi has reported to us that the compilation process for Namchi sub-division area of 12 sq.km and surrounding areas covered by map sheet of size 600 x 800mm on scale 1.2500 has been created. The existing maps contain all the map details including visible field bunds.

Necessary software has been installed and training to Officers at Namchi Collectorate has been imparted by the Senior Officers from the Ministry of Communication and Information Technology. These officers have been entrusted with the functioning of the system in future. Further the entire digital map of 110sq.km compiled till now has been loaded on the system including 30 sq.km land parcels superimposed on the digital map.
We had kept a provision of Rs 44.00 lakhs for this scheme however as no expenditure was incurred the entire amount was surrendered at the end of the financial year.
     CONSTRUCTION OF VLO CENTRES
The GOI had approved and sanctioned Rs.96.60 lakhs for construction of 29 VLO centers. This scheme is being implemented phase wise. So far 23 centers have already been constructed in 4 districts and augmentation of 7 old centers have been completed.
During the year out of the allocated sum of Rs 10.00 lakhs the expenditure incurred was Rs 3.50 lakhs only. This amount was spent in carrying out augmentation work at Mellidara VLO and Lingee VLO both in South Sikkim for an amount of Rs 2.50 lakhs & Rs 1.50 lakhs respectively.
New construction work could not be taken up as the rate which is @ Rs 2.50 lakhs per Construction has not been revised and hence there were no bidders to take up the construction at such a low rate. The Department shall be moving a proposal to the State Planning Cell to revise the rates which is expected to be approx. Rs 5.25 lakhs/ construction as per the latest SPWD Schedule of Rates. 

PILOT PROJECT ON COMPUTERIZATION OF CADASTRAL SURVEY MAPS (100%CSS)
The Government of India has approved the scheme of Digitization of Cadastral Maps of the State at a total cost of Rs. 57.40 lakhs. The entire sum has been released to the Department in two installments. The work has been entrusted to a Private Firm by the name of M/S Hyderabad Map sets, India, New Delhi.
The project is more or less completed. Up to the financial year we had released Rs 50.84 lakhs. We had intimated to M/S Hyderabad Mapsets then that the balance payment would be released only on furnishing of the hard copy of the digital cadastral maps which is very essential for future reference. During the year 2005-06 Hyderabad Mapsets was not able to meet our demand and hence no payment was released during the year.
  LAND BANK SCHEME
The Land Revenue &Disaster Management Department has been implementing the Land Bank since   1996-1997 keeping in mind the social commitments of bringing about equitable distribution of identified surplus land to the landless Sikkkemese people. The beneficiaries called Sukkumbasis are given cultivable land at the rate of 1000-2000 sq.m of their own choice at a cost not exceeding Rs 50,000/- plus registration fee and stamp duty of Rs 2,500 per beneficiary. To assist the National objective of woman empowerment the land allotted under the Land Bank Scheme is recorded in the joint name of the beneficiary and his wife.
In 2002-2003 we have released Rs.1.28 corers to the District Collectors providing land to 243 landless people. In 2003-04 out of the provision of Rs 44.50 lakhs an amount of Rs 13.65 lakhs was spent. For the year 2004-05 as amount of Rs 30.00 lakhs was provided in the annual budget from which an amount of Rs 7,000/-  was surrendered.
The Government had allocated Rs 30.00 lakhs for the year 2005-06 which was transferred to the districts to provide land to 57 beneficiaries whose names were approved by the Government. The expenditure incurred was Rs 29.92 lakhs.
CALAMITY RELIEF FUND  (75:25. Centre: State)
The yearly allocation for the year was Rs 17.53 crores. We received the entire Central Share of Rs 13.15 crores however the contribution of the State was Rs 2.10 crores against the actual share of Rs 4.38 crores. The balance of Rs 2.28 crores will be provided to the Department along with the State Share of the nest financial year.

During the last few years the State has been hit by a spate of natural disasters causing widespread damage to life and property. Such disasters have occurred at an alarming regularity especially during monsoon wherein the state has been experiencing heavy cloudbursts triggering massive landslides. The Land Revenue & Disaster Management has been in the forefront during such trying times providing ex-gratia & Gratuitous relief through the District Level Relief Committee under the Chairmanship of the District Collectors. Further funds are allocated to various Works Departments for immediate restoration of public assets damaged by Natural Calamities as per the Items & norms of Expenditure for funding from the CRF/NCCF. These works are taken up with the approval of the State Level Relief Committee under the Chairmanship of the Chief Secretary, Govt. of Sikkim.

During the year the Department successfully initiated a proposal to request the Central Government to send a High level team to access the massive damage to public and Govt. infrastructure by the earthquake that rocked the state at the dawn of 14th, Feb,2006.

The team was taken around the site of damages most of which was reported in the East District. The Department has submitted a Memorandum to the Ministry of Home Affairs through the visiting Central team of Experts for grant of special package from the National Calamity Contingency Fund (NCCF). In the Memorandum we have given the details of damage along with estimate District wise. We have just recently received intimation from the Centre that the Ministry of Home Affairs is considering Rs 2.98 crores against the Memorandum submitted.
During the year our expenditure recorded is Rs 12.34 crore. Further based on the balance of the previous financial year 2004-05 we have  invested Rs 4.47 crores in the State Bank of Sikkim in addition to the earlier investment of Rs 2.93 crores in the State Bank of India at the highest prevailing rate of interest at that point if time. The interest accrued from such investments is ploughed back into the Calamity Relief Fund as prescribed under the rules governing the operation of CRF.
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