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A.  OBJECTIVE BEHIND CONSTITUTION OF LAW DEPARTMENT
 The main objective behind the establishment of the Law Department is to create an infrastructure to advise and assist the Government/Government departments generally in legal matters. The functions allocated to the Law Department as per the Government of Sikkim (Allocation of Business) Rules, 1994 are as follows:-
1. Advising the Government in matters of litigation, appeals, etc. and legal Questions.
2. Generally to assist Government Department in all matters of legal nature.

3. Drafting of Government Bill and Ordinances.
4. Scrutiny of Cabinet Memorandum prepared by the Department relating to Legislative proposals or any legal questions.

5. Scrutiny of non-official Bills.
6. Scrutiny/Vetting of subordinate Legislation including Agreements and conveyances to be entered into or signed by or on behalf of the Governor.

7. Publication of Sikkim Acts and Ordinances.
8. Republication of notification extending Central enactments to the State.

9. Republication of Central Laws which are of interest to the people of the State.
10. Publication of the Sikkim Law Journal and other legal publications including the Sikkim Code and Manuals other than Departmental Manual.
11. Law Commission of the State.
12. Registration of Association (NGO) and Companies.
B.  ADMINISTRATIVE INFRASTRUCTURE OF THE DEPARTMENT

 The Law Department is headed by Law Secretary who is also the Legal Remembrancer to the Government. Officers subordinate to him are one Joint Secretary (Law), one Joint Legal Officer (Law), two Deputy Legal Officers, one Deputy Secretary, two Under Secretaries, two Administrative Officers (Legal), two Research Officers and two Legal Officers. The Secretary Law and Legal Remembrancer is the only member of the Sikkim Superior Judicial Service Cadre. Others generally belong to Sikkim State Legal Service and State Civil Service.

There are forty eight (48) staff working under Law Department besides the above mentioned officers.
C.  SIKKIM LAW COMMISSION
The Sikkim Law Commission also functions under the administrative control of Law Department. The Commission comprises of the Chairman and such other members as may be appointed by the State Government. At present following are the members of the Commission:-

(1)  Hon’ble Shri Justice R.K Patra                      -Chairman
(2)  Shri T. T. Dorje, Pr. Secretary, Finance         -Member

(3)  Shri R.K. Purkayastha,  L.R-cum-Secretary  -Member Secretary     

The terms of reference referred by the State Government to the Commission are as follows:-

(1) To trace and collect the laws including the Customary Laws of different  ethnic communities in Sikkim in force in the territories comprised in the  State of Sikkim immediately before the commencement of the  Constitution (Thirty-sixth Amendment) Act, 1975 and to recommend necessary adaptation, modification,  amendment or repeal of such laws;

(2) to recommend extension to and enforcement in State of Sikkim of any  enactment in force in a State in India and to suggest necessary restrictions or  modifications of such enactment in their application to and in the State of  Sikkim;                                             
(3)  to suggest the enactment of such laws whenever necessary for better achieving the objectives and purposes of the existing laws or policies of the Government.

(4)  to suggest simplification of the laws in general, and the procedural laws in   particular;

(5)  to ascertain if any provisions of law are inconsistent with the Constitution  and  to suggest  necessary alteration or  omission;

     (6) to remove anomalies and ambiguities brought to light by conflicting   decisions  of  High Court or otherwise;

     (7) to consolidate Acts pertaining to the same subjects with such revision   as may be found necessary;

     (8) to suggest enactment or modification of laws whenever necessary for Implementing the Directive Principles of   State  Policy laid down in the Constitution;

     (9) to report to the State Government its opinion on such questions of law on which the State Government would think it expedient to obtain the  opinion of the 
Commission;

     (10) to perform such other functions incidental to or pertaining to  any of  the objectives mentioned above.
The Law Commission has so far compiled Sikkim Code upto Vol. I to VI. Besides this, the Law Commission is also giving final shape to the Draft Reports on the Customary Laws & Usages in respect of Nepali, Lepcha, Bhutia & Sherpa Communities which are being examined by the Expert Committees constituted by the Government for the purpose.
D. LITIGATION
The Law Department has also been looking after the State Litigation since 1984.

A team of Law Officers headed by the Advocate General has been appointed by the Government. They are Government Advocate cum Public Prosecutor and Government Advocate cum Additional Public Prosecutor for conducting criminal and other cases in the High Court, one Government Advocate-cum- Public Prosecutor for East and North District, one Government Advocate-cum Public Prosecutor for South and West District, one Government Advocate-cum-Public Prosecutor for District and Sessions Court (Special Division I and Special Division II), one Government Advocate cum Additional Public Prosecutor for CJM/East, one Government Advocate cum Additional Public Prosecutor for CJM Court South District and four Assistant Government Advocates-cum-Assistant Public Prosecutors for the four districts of North, East, South and West.                                          
The Government has also appointed two Standing Counsel to look after the cases of the State Government in Supreme Court. Cases not requiring the services of Senior Counsel are being conducted by the Standing Counsel and cases requiring the services of Senior Counsel are conducted either by the Advocate General or Senior Advocates appointed by the Governments for the cases from time to time.
E.  REGISTRATION OF ORGANISATION AND COMPANIES
The Law Department is also registering different organizations, associations, societies, clubs, committees etc., including Companies.
The total number of Associations (N.G.O) registered as on 14th September, 2006 are 1605 and 765 Companies.                                    

F.   LEGISLATIVE MEASURES
This Department has drafted and vetted the following Bills during the period under reference, namely:- 

(1)      The Sikkim Ecology Fund and Environment Bill, Bill No. 1 of 2005.
         (2)  
The Sikkim Legislative Assembly Members (Payment of Pension) Amendment Bill, 2005 Bill No. 2 of 2005.
(3)
The Sikkim Appropriation Bill, 2005, Bill No. 3 of 2005.
(4)
The Appropriation Bill, 2005 Bill No. 4 of 2005.
(5)
The Sikkim Value Added Tax Bill, 2005, Bill No. 5 of 2005.
(6)
The Sikkim Sales Tax (Amendment) Bill, 2005 Bill No. 6 of 2005. 
(7)
The Sikkim State Agriculture Produce Marketing and Development and Regulation) Bill 2005, Bill No. 7 of 2005.
(8)
The Sikkim Medical Registration Bill, 2005, Bill No. 8 of 2005.
(9)
The Sikkim Panchayat (Amendment) Bill, 2005, Bill No. 9 of 2005.
(10)
The Sikkim Motor Vehicle Tax (Amendment) Bill, 2005 Bill No. 10 of 2005.
(11)
Sikkim Sales Tax (Amendment) Bill, 2005 Bill No. 11 of 2005.
(12)
Sikkim Value Added Tax (Amendment), Bill, Bill No. 12 of 2005.
(13)
Sikkim Entertainment Games (Control and Tax) Amendment Bill, 2005 Bill No. 13 of 2005.
(14)
Sikkim Appropriation Bill, 2005, Bill No. 14 of 2005.
(15)
Sikkim Appropriation Bill, 2005, Bill No. 15 of 2005.
(16)
Sikkim Education Bill 2005, Bill No. 16 of 2005.
(17)
Sikkim Panchayat (Amendment) Bill, 2005 Bill No. 17 of 2005.
(18)
Sikkim Regulation of Transfer of Land Bill, 2005 Bill No. 18 of 2005.
(19)
 Sikkim Civil Courts (Amendment) Bill, 2005 Bill No. 19 of 2005.
(20)
Sikkim Labour Protection Bill, 2005 Bill No. 20 of 2005.
(21)
Sikkim Shops and Commercial Establishment (Amendment) Bill, 2005 Bill No. 21 of 2005.
(22)
Sikkim Motor Vehicle Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 2005 Bill No. 22 of 2005.
(23)
Sikkim Transport Infrastructure Development Fund (Amendment) Bill, 2006 Bill No. 3 of 2006.
(24)
Sikkim Tax on Professions, Trades, callings and employment Bills, 2006 Bill No. 5 of 2006.
(25)
Sikkim Appropriation Bill, 2006 Bill No. 7 of 2006.
(26)
Sikkim Appropriation Bill, 2006 Bill No. 8 of 2006.
(27)
Eastern Institute for Integrated Learning in Management University Sikkim Bill, 2006 Bill No. 4 of 2006.
(28)
Sikkim Manipal University of Health, Medical and Technological Sciences (Amendment) Bill, 2006 Bill No.6 of 2006.
(29)
Sikkim Cooperative Societies (Amendment) Bill, 2006 Bill No. 1 of 2006.
(30)
Sikkim Anti Drugs Bill, 2006 Bill No. 2 of 2006.
(31)
Sikkim State Legislatures Appointment to different Authorities Bill, 2006 Bill No. 9 of 2006.
(32)
Sikkim State Public Services Bill, 2006 Bill No. 10 of 2006.
(33) Sikkim Legislative Assembly Members (Removal of Disqualifications) Amendment Bill, 2006 Bill No. 11 of 2006.
(34) Sikkim Appropriation Bill, 2006 Bill No. 12 of 2006.
(35) Sikkim Appropriation Bill, 2006 Bill No. 13 of 2006.

(36) Sikkim Public Demand Recovery Bill, 2006 Bill No. 14 of 2006.


(37)
Sikkim State Disaster Management Bill, 2006 Bill No. 15 of 2006.
