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OVERVIEW- Sikkim is a land locked state surrounded on three sides by precipitous mountain valleys. The state has not yet been connected by airways or railway. The only means of communication and socio economic development has therefore been made to depend entirely in the road transport network. With many developmental activities taking place in the state, of late there has been a boom in the vehicular traffic. The Motor Vehicles Division has therefore a pivotal role to play in every facet of life for their sustenance and growth. 

DISTRIBUTION OF SUBJECTS

The Motor Vehicle Division is a constituent part of the Transport Department, Government of Sikkim whose salient features are to enforce and implement the laws relating to the Central Motor Vehicles Act, 1988, Central Motor Vehicle Rule, 1989, Sikkim Motor Vehicle Rules, 1991 and the Sikkim Motor Vehicle (Taxation) Act, 1982. According to the Notification No: 22/Home/2004, dated 03/03/2004, Government of Sikkim (Allocation of Business) Rules 2004, the Motor Vehicle Division has been entrusted the following business: -

1. Registration of motor vehicles

2. Issue of route permits to transport vehicles
3. Issue of driving licenses

4. Issue of fitness certificate

5. Collection of motor vehicle road tax

6. Meeting of State Transport Authority

7. Collection of Government revenue by way of various types of fees from vehicles owners
8. Recommendation of countersignature of permit to Sikkim based vehicles for plying in West Bengal
9. Countersignature of permit to West Bengal public carriers and stage carriages/contract carriages under Reciprocal Agreement

10. 
All matters relating to Inter-State transport arrangement
11. 
Enforcement of provision of the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988, Central Motor Vehicles Rules, 1989, Sikkim Motor Vehicle Rules,1991 and Sikkim Motor Vehicles Taxation Act, 1982

12. Control of all State Transport undertakings

13. Public service-statutory rules of the services with which the department is concerned.

14. Transport Policy.
STATEMENT OF SERVICES


The Head office is located at Yatayat Bhawan, Gangtok and provides the following services: -

· General administration

· Policy matters
· Issue of notifications 

· Co-ordination of functioning of RTO’s offices

· Correspondence matters

· Issue of recommendation to Sikkim based goods carriers and buses for counter signature by West Bengal. 

· Issue of counter signature permits to West Bengal based goods carriers and buses

· Requisition of vehicles for elections, important meets etc.

· Mobile checking

· Road safety

The Registration Section, is located at the top floor of Regional Transport Office (North & East), at Indira Bye Pass, Gangtok 

· Registration of vehicles (private, government, taxis, buses and goods carriers)

· Issue/renewal of route permits 

The Regional Transport Offices are located at Gangtok (Indira Bypass) and Jorethang, which look after the North-East District and South-West District respectively. Besides being the enforcement wing of the Department they provide the following services: -

· Issue/renewal of learner/driving licence.
· Issue of special and temporary permits to transport vehicles.
· Inspection/certification of fitness of vehicle

· Renewal of token taxes.
· Issue of counter signature recommendation for Sikkim based contract carriages.
· Issue of counter signature permits for West Bengal based contract carriages.
· Enforcement of the provisions of the Motor Vehicle Act & Rules.
· Surprise road checking of vehicles/Mobile courts.
· Accident investigation.
· Road safety.
REGISTRATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES


A total of 2422 nos. of vehicles has been registered between 01/04/2006 to 31/03/2007, in the following categories: -
	SK-01 (Two wheelers)
	251

	SK-02 (Non commercial)

	1228

	SK-03 (Goods carrier)
	350

	SK-04 (Contract/Stage carriage)
	589

	SK-05 (Tractors/Trailers)
	04

	2422


ISSUE OF DRIVING LICENCES

During 2006-07 the following numbers of driving licence were issued: -

	RTO (Gangtok)
	RTO(Jorethang)
	Total

	Learners licence

	2997
	1087
	4084

	Driving Licence

	4989
	759
	5748

	Renewal of DL

	2741
	1089
	3830


FITNESS OF VEHICLES


Fitness inspection of vehicles is done from time-to-time depending on the age of the vehicles.

During 2006-2007 the R.T.O (North & East) Office conducted fitness checking of 4660 Nos. of vehicle and R.T.O (South & West) Office conduct fitness checking of 1083 Nos. of vehicle in their respective areas.

ROAD CHECKING OF VEHICLES.
During the surprise road checking of vehicles in 2006-2007 the Office of the Sr. R.T.O. Gangtok checked a total No. of 2017 vehicles, out of which 444 Nos. were compounded. Similarly the Office of the Sr. R.T.O. Jorethang checked a total of 2600 Nos. of vehicle out of which 150 were compounded.
GRANT OF PERMITS FOR GOODS/CONTRACT CARRIAGE WITHIN SIKKIM

The Department has issued: -
	Contract carriage permits
	609

	Goods Carrier permits
	223


INTERSTATE MOVEMENT OF COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

(i) The Reciprocal Agreement entered into between Government of Sikkim and West Bengal governs the movement of transport vehicles in the interstate route. As per the present agreement 300 Nos. of West Bengal based trucks and 600 Nos. of Sikkim based trucks are agreed upon to be countersigned by the appropriate authorities. 
(ii) (ii)
Regarding issue of countersignature of permit in respect of contract carriages, both the authorities have agreed to issue countersignature of permit to any number of vehicles recommended by the appropriate authority.


Against the said quota the following No. of vehicles have been countersigned in 2006-2007: - 

	Sikkim vehicles recommended for C.S. permit.
	W.B. Vehicles issued C.S. permit.

	Contract Carriage

	609
	315

	Goods Carriage
	223
	341


With regard to Stage carriage (buses) the following quota has been agreed and the entire quota has been availed of.

	ROUTES

	SIKKIM
	WEST BENGAL

	Darjeeling - Gangtok
	8
	8

	Kalimpong - Gangtok
	4
	4

	Siliguri - Jorethang
	8
	5

	Siliguri - Gangtok
	20
	10

	Siliguri - Rongli

	3
	3

	Rongli- Jorethang via kalimpong
	2
	1


A C C O U N T S
FINANCIAL ACHIEVEMENT AND COLLECTION OF REVENUE.
OUTLAY AND EXPENDITURE 2002-2003 
	Major Head
	2041
	(Revenue)

	2052
	(General)


BUDGET ALLOCATION, REVENUE RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE (Non Plan).
	Head of Account
	Budget Provision (Rupees in thousand)

	2041
	3671

	2052
	5828

	Total
	9499


REVENUE RECEIPTS 2002-2003
	Head of account
	TARGET
	ACHIEVEMENTS

	
	Original             Revised (in lakhs)        (in lakhs)
	

	0041
	138.00             138.00
	2,04,53,665

	TOTAL
	138.00             138.00
	2,04,53,665


OUTLAY AND EXPENDITURE 2003-2004 
	Major Head
	2041
	(Revenue)

	2052
	(General)



BUDGET ALLOCATION, REVENUE RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE (Non Plan).
	Head of Account
	Budget Provision (Rupees in thousand)

	2041
	4840

	2052
	6009

	Total
	           10849


REVENUE RECEIPTS 2003-2004

	Head of account
	TARGET
	ACHIEVEMENTS

	
	Original             Revised (in lakhs)        (in lakhs)
	

	0041
	145.00             145.00
	2,16,27,886

	TOTAL
	145.00             145.00
	2,16,27,886


OUTLAY AND EXPENDITURE 2004-2005
	Major Head
	2041
	(Revenue)

	2052
	(General)


BUDGET ALLOCATION, REVENUE RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE (Non Plan).
	Head of Account
	Budget Provision (Rupees in thousand)

	2041
	4470

	2052
	7483

	Total
	11953


REVENUE RECEIPTS 2004-2005
	Head of account
	TARGET
	ACHIEVEMENTS

	
	Original             Revised (in lakhs)        (in lakhs)
	

	0041
	175.00            180.00
	2,62,19,926

	TOTAL
	175.00            180.00
	2,62,19,926


OUTLAY AND EXPENDITURE 2005-2006
	Major Head
	2041
	(Revenue)

	2052
	(General)


BUDGET ALLOCATION, REVENUE RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE (Non Plan).
	Head of Account
	Budget Provision (Rupees in thousand)

	2041
	5769

	2052
	8584

	Total
	14353


REVENUE RECEIPTS 2005-06

	Head of account
	TARGET
	ACHIEVEMENTS

	
	Original             Revised (in lakhs)        (in lakhs)
	

	0041
	22000              -------
	41096

	TOTAL
	22000              --------
	41096


OUTLAY AND EXPENDITURE 2006-2007

The total budget provision of the Motor Vehicle Division under Demand No. 26 for the financial year 2006-07 and the expenditure incurred, supplementary grant and actual expenditure is briefly summarized below: -
	Major Head
	2041
	(Revenue)

	2052
	(General)


BUDGET ALLOCATION, REVENUE RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE (Non Plan).
	Head of Account
	Budget Provision (Rupees in thousand)

	2041
	5674

	2052
	8974

	Total
	14648


REVENUE RECEIPTS 2006-07

	Head of account
	TARGET
	ACHIEVEMENTS

	
	Original             Revised (in lakhs)        (in lakhs)
	

	0041
	220.00              250.00
	6,05,52,163/-

	TOTAL
	220.00              250.00
	6,05,52,163/-


SOURCE OF REVENUE 2006-2007
The Motor vehicle Division collected total revenue of Rs 6,05,52,163/- crores for the year 2006-07 by realization of vehicle registration fee, token tax, issue and renewal of Driving Licence, route permit, fines etc. The total revenue indicated had been calculated on the basis of actual receipts through bank Receipts/ Bank Challans in the said year.

	Sl.No
	Sources of Revenue
	Amount
	Remarks

	1
	Registration fee
	82,83,568/-
	

	2
	Fitness
	29,85,600/-
	

	3
	Replacement
	7,37,979/-
	

	4
	Transfer of ownership
	2,71,536/-
	

	5
	Special route permit                           
	15,95,814/-
	

	6
	Driving Licence                                 
	18,23,065/-
	

	7
	Tax Token                                       
	2,67,17,728/-
	

	8
	N.O.C.                                                     
	43,013/-
	

	9
	Recommendation fee                          
	2,66,435/-
	

	10
	Other not covered                               
	1,50,45,855/-
	

	11
	Learner Licence                                   
	2,50,816/-
	

	12
	Sale of forms                                           
	37,050/-
	

	13
	P.U.C & Rental Charges of smoke shed                  
	1,62,789/-
	

	14
	Transfer Entry                                     
	23,30,915/-
	

	   TOTAL                      
	6,05,52,163/-


REVENUE


The main source of revenue is generated from registration of vehicles, replacement fee, transfer of ownership, annual tax of vehicles, grant or renewal of driving licence, fitness checking of vehicles, countersignature recommendation fee, grant of countersignature fee, issue of No Objection Certificates, Sale of forms etc. The total revenue generated during 2006-07 comes to Rs 6,05,52,163/- against the set target of 250.00 lakhs

STATEMENT SHOWING YEAR WISE TARGET AND ACHIEVEMENT THEREOF, EXCESS/SHORTFALL OVER TARGET WITH PERCENTAGE W.E.F. 2002-2003 to 2006-2007
(Rs. in thousand)
	Sl. No
	Year
	TARGET


BE         RE
	Achievements
	Excess over Target
	Shortfall over target
	Percentage


	Annual Increment
	Percentage

	1
	2002-2003
	13800 13800
	20454
	6654
	--
	48.22%
	--
	--

	2
	2003-2004
	14500 14500
	21628
	7128
	--
	49.16%
	1174
	5.74%

	3
	2004-2005
	17500  18000
	26220
	8220
	--
	45.67%
	4592
	21.23%

	4
	2005-2006
	22000  22000
	41096
	19096
	--
	86.80%
	14876
	56.74%

	5
	2006-2007
	23000  25000
	60552
	35552
	--
	142.21%
	19456
	47.34%


ROAD SAFETY

Every year the Motor Vehicle Division organizes the Road Safety Week with the prime objective of improving road safety by imparting education in traffic rules. This is conducted for the benefit of all pedestrians, students, drivers and members of the public who are encouraged to participate in this annual feature. During the event, a rally is held, pamphlets are distributed, knowledge on first aid is given and vehicular checks are conducted to spread awareness at all levels in the State.


This year the Road Safety Week was held during 19-25th, March 2007. The inaugural programme was held at SNT Complex, Gangtok on 19, March 2007, which was chaired by the Hon’ble Minister, Water Security and Public Health Engineering and Transport Department. It saw the participation of NGO’s, students, drivers, traffic police, health authorities and a large number of the public. Talks on road safety were delivered by a number of speakers and general mass were educated on road safety measures.
TOKEN TAX


The Sikkim Motor Vehicle Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 2007 (2 of 2007) was unanimously passed by the Legislative Assembly in March, 2007. 
E- GOVERNANCE PROJECT 

Under the centrally sponsored E-Governance Project, installation of computers, laying of cables and networking have all been completed. To start with, issue of learner licence under this project has commenced. Issue of driving licence and registration of vehicles are in the pipeline. The NIC is providing all necessary support.
HIGH SECURITY VEHICLE REGISTRATION PLATE

In compliance to the Notification of the Ministry of Shipping, Road Transport and Highways and in accordance to the amendment of Rule 50 of the Central Motor Vehicle Rules, 1989, NIT for manufacture and supply of High Security Registration Plates was issued on 30/03/2007 for publication in the National daily. 
LUXURY TOURIST VEHICLE (MOTOR CAB)

One of the achievements of this Division for this financial year is introduction of Luxury Tourist Vehicles(Motor Cab) to ply all over Sikkim.
ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW DISTRICT OFFICES
The Government has approved the proposal of the Motor Vehicles Division to establish two Regional Transport Offices at Mangan for the North district and at Gyalshing for the West district for the convenience of the public of these areas.
POLLUTION CONTROL


Two smoke testing centers i.e. one in Gangtok and the other in Jorethang are in operation to ensure pollution control and conservation of the environment. It is to mention that timely pollution testing of every vehicle has been made mandatory and the Pollution Control Certificate (PUC) is demanded at every road checking of vehicles.  

CONCLUSION


On the completion and implementation of the E-Governance project and High Security Vehicle Registration Plate Project the entire computerization of the Office will be integrated to the ongoing system of issuance of Smart Cards for Driving License and Registration Certificate, which would ultimately entail prompt and efficient service to the service sector. Likewise the system of process and data storage can be transparent and informative for future planning and other purposes.
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